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PRESS RELEASE 
  

Strengthening of Tobacco Control Law a Must for Tobacco-free Bangladesh 
Agriculture Minister in Meeting with PROGGA-ATMA 

  
The initiative to strengthen the tobacco control law to curb tobacco use is a timely one. Dr. 

Muhammad Abdur Razzaque, the agriculture minister said this today (9 November 2022, 

Wednesday) while meeting a delegation from research and advocacy organization PROGGA 

(Knowledge for Progress) and ATMA (Anti-Tobacco Media Alliance) at the Secretariat. The 

meeting was organized to inform the agriculture minister about the progress made by the 

Health Ministry with regard to the amendment and the potential role the Agriculture Ministry 

can play in the process. During the meeting the minister said, his ministry stands with full 

support behind the Health Ministry's proposals for tobacco control law amendment. 
  
During the meeting, PROGGA and ATMA informed that currently the prevalence of tobacco 

use stands at 35.3 percent (37.8 million) of the adult population (15 y/o and above). Tobacco-

induced deaths and diseases cost the economy dearly since the financial toll is much higher 

than the revenue generated from tobacco sector. Realizing the extent of tobacco’s 

devastation, the Honorable Prime Minister voiced her commitment to build a tobacco-free 

country by 2040 and accordingly provided the directive to bring time-fitting changes to the 

tobacco control law. Following clear directive from the HPM, the Health Ministry took the 

initiative to amend the law. Some of the proposals included in the draft amendment are 

eliminating Designated Smoking Areas (DSAs) in all public places and public transport, 

banning the display of tobacco products, banning so-called corporate social responsibility 

(CSR) programs of tobacco companies, banning the sale of loose tobacco products, banning 

the production, import and sale of e-cigarettes and other vaping products and increasing the 

area allotted for graphic health warning (GHW) to 90 percent from existing 50 percent. 
  
The discussants of the event included Md. Mostafizur Rahman, Bangladesh Lead Policy 

Advisor, Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids (CTFK), Nadira Kiron and Mizanur Rahman, 

both co-conveners of ATMA, ABM Zubair, Executive Director, PROGGA and Md. Hasan 

Shahriar, Program Head, PROGGA. 
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msev` weÁwß 

 

ZvgvKgy³ evsjv‡`k AR©‡b AvBb kw³kvjxKiY Riæwi 

cÖÁv - AvZ¥vÕi mv‡_ ˆeV‡K K…wlgš¿x 

 

Zvgv‡Ki e¨envi Kgv‡Z AvBb kw³kvjxKi‡Yi D‡`¨vM AZ¨šÍ mg‡qvc‡hvMx e‡j Rvwb‡q‡Qb K…wlgš¿x W. †gv. Avãyi 

iv¾vK Ggwc| ¯^v¯’¨ gš¿Yvj‡qi D‡`¨v‡M ZvgvK wbqš¿Y AvBb AwaKZi ms‡kva‡bi AMÖMwZ Ges Gwel‡q K…wl gš¿Yvj‡qi 

KiYxq m¤c‡K© Zz‡j ai‡Z M‡elYv I A¨vW‡fv‡Kwm cÖwZôvb cÖÁv (cÖMwZi Rb¨ Ávb) Ges A¨vw›U †Uve¨v‡Kv wgwWqv 

Gjv‡qÝ- AvZ¥vÕi GKwU cÖwZwbwa `j AvR 09 b‡f¤̂i 2022 eyaevi mwPevj‡q K…wlgš¿xi mv‡_ mvÿvZ K‡ib| Gmgq 

wZwb e‡jb ¯^v¯’¨ gš¿Yvj‡qi GB D‡`¨v‡M Zvi gš¿Yvj‡qi c~Y© mg_©b i‡q‡Q| 

 

ˆeV‡K cÖÁv Ges AvZ¥vÕi c¶ †_‡K Rvbv‡bv nq eZ©gv‡b cÖvßeq¯‹ Rb‡Mvwôi 35.3 kZvsk (3 †KvwU 78 j¶) ZvgvK 

e¨envi K‡i| ZvgvKLvZ †_‡K AwR©Z ivR¯^ Av‡qi †P‡q ZvgvK e¨enviRwbZ g„Zy¨ I Amy¯’Zvq †h Avw_©K ÿwZ nq Zvi 

cwigvY A‡bK †ewk| Zvgv‡Ki GB fqvenZv †iv‡a 2040 mv‡ji g‡a¨ †`k‡K ZvgvKgy³ Kivi cÖZ¨q e¨³ K‡ib 

cÖavbgš¿x †kL nvwmbv Ges Gj‡ÿ¨ wZwb ZvgvK wbqš¿Y AvBb hy‡Mvc‡hvMx Kivi wb‡`©k †`b| ciewZ©‡Z ¯^v¯’¨ gš ¿Yvjq 

AvBb ms‡kva‡bi D‡`¨vM MÖnY K‡i| ZvgvK wbqš¿Y AvB‡bi Lmov ms‡kvabx‡Z †hme cÖ¯Íve AšÍf©y³ Kiv n‡q‡Q Zvig‡a¨ 

i‡q‡Q mKj cvewjK †cøm I cvewjK cwien‡b Ôa~gcv‡bi Rb¨ wba©vwiZ ¯’vbÕ ivLvi weavb wejyß Kiv; weµq¯’‡j 

ZvgvKRvZ `ªe¨ ev c¨v‡KU cÖ`k©b wbwl× Kiv; ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi mvgvwRK `vqe×Zv Kg©m~wP‡Z AskMÖnY m¤ú~Y©fv‡e 

wbwl× Kiv; me ai‡bi LyPiv ev †Lvjv ZvgvKRvZ `ªe¨ weµq wbwl× Kiv; B-wmMv‡iU, f¨vwcs, wn‡UW †Uve¨v‡Kv 

†cÖvWv±mn Gai‡bi mKj cY¨ Drcv`b, Avg`vwb µq-weµq wbwl× Kiv; Ges ZvgvKRvZ `ª‡e¨i c¨v‡KU ev †gvo‡K 

mwPÎ ¯^v¯’¨ mZK©evZ©vi AvKvi 50 kZvsk †_‡K e„w× K‡i 90 kZvsk Kiv BZ¨vw`| 

 

ˆeV‡K K…wlgš¿xi mv‡_ Av‡jvPbvq Ask †bb K¨v‡¤úBb di †Uve¨v‡Kv wd« wKWm Gi evsjv‡`k wjW cwjwm A¨vWfvBRvi 

†gv. †gv¯ÍvwdRyi ingvb, AvZ¥vÕi †Kv-Kb‡fbi bvw`iv wKib I wgRvb †PŠayix, cÖÁvÕi wbe©vnx cwiPvjK GweGg Ryev‡qi 

Ges Kg©m~wP cÖavb †gv. nvmvb kvnwiqvi| 
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