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Press Release 

Tobacco Control Law to be Amended Quickly: Health Minister Assured 

PROGGA-ATMA 
  
  
There is no alternative to preventing tobacco-related deaths and reducing illness caused by 

tobacco use without strengthening the tobacco control law. The 

Honorable Health Minister Dr. Samanta Lal Sen said this today (20 March 2024, Wednesday) 

during a meeting with a delegation from PROGGA (Knowledge for Progress) and ATMA 

(Anti-Tobacco Media Alliance) held at the Secretariat. The Minister also hailed the initiative 

to amend tobacco control law as "time-befitting" one.  
  
During the meeting, it was informed that currently (as per 2017 WHO report) the prevalence 

of tobacco use among the adult population (15 y/o and above) stands at 35.3 percent, which is 

quite concerning. Realizing the extent of tobacco’s devastating impact, the Honorable 

Prime Minister voiced her commitment to build a tobacco-free country by 2040 and 

accordingly provided the directive to bring time-fitting changes to the tobacco control law. 

The ongoing amendment process of the Smoking and Tobacco Products Usage (Control) 

(Amendment) Act 2013 has been taken as a step towards realizing the HPM's directive.  

Some of the proposals included in the draft amendment are eliminating Designated Smoking 

Areas (DSAs) in all public places and public transports, banning the display of tobacco 

products, banning so-called corporate social responsibility (CSR) programs of tobacco 

companies, banning the sale of loose tobacco products, banning the production, import and 

sale of e-cigarettes and other vaping products and increasing the area allotted for 

graphic health warning (GHW) to 90 percent from existing 50 percent. 
  
The attendees of the meeting with the Honorable Health Minister include Mr. Monjurul 

Ahsan Bulbul, Senior Journalist, Mortuza Haider Liton, Convener of ATMA, Mizan 

Chowdhury, Co-Convenor of ATMA, Mr. MD. Abdus Salam Mia, Bangladesh 

Program Manager, Campaign for Tobacco-free Kids (CTFK), Mr. ABM Zubair, Executive 

Director, PROGGA, and Md. Hasan Shahriar, Head of Programs, PROGGA. 
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cÖÁv - AvZ¥vÕi ˆeVK 

ZvgvK wbqš¿b AvBb `ªæZ ms‡kva‡bi cªwZkªæwZ ¯^v ’̄¨gš¿xi 

 

ZvgvK e¨enviRwbZ g„Z¨y †iva I ¶q¶wZ nªv‡m kw³kvjx ZvgvK wbqš¿Y AvB‡bi †Kvb weKí †bB e‡j Rvwb‡q‡Qb 

¯^v¯’¨gš¿x Wv. mvgšÍ jvj †mb| M‡elYv I A¨vW‡fv‡Kwm cÖwZôvb cÖÁv (cÖMwZi Rb¨ Ávb) Ges A¨vw›U †Uve¨v‡Kv wgwWqv 

A¨vjv‡qÝ- AvZ¥vÕi GKwU cÖwZwbwa `j AvR 20 gvP© 2024 eyaevi mwPevj‡q ¯^v¯’¨gš¿xi mv‡_ mv¶vr K‡ib| Gmgq gš¿x 

ZvgvK wbqš¿Y AvBb ms‡kvabxi D‡`¨vM‡K Ômg‡qvc‡hvMxÕ e‡j AvL¨v †`b|  

 

mfvq cªÁv I AvZ¥vÕi c¶ †_‡K Rvbv‡bv nq evsjv‡`‡k 35.3 kZvsk cªvßeq¯‹ gvbyl ZvgvK e¨envi K‡ib, hv AZ¨šÍ 

D‡ØMRbK| Zvgv‡Ki GB fqvenZv †iv‡a 2040 mv‡ji g‡a¨ †`k‡K ZvgvKgy³ Kivi cªZ¨q e¨³ K‡ib cªavbgš¿x †kL 

nvwmbv Ges Gj‡¶¨ wZwb ZvgvK wbqš¿Y AvBb hy‡Mvc‡hvMx Kivi wb‡`©kbv †`b| ZvgvK wbqš¿Y AvB‡bi Lmov ms‡kvabx‡Z 

†hme cª¯Íve AšÍf©y³ Kiv n‡q‡Q Zvig‡a¨ i‡q‡Q mKj cvewjK †cøm I cvewjK cwien‡b Ôa~gcv‡bi Rb¨ wba©vwiZ ¯’vbÕ 

ivLvi weavb wejyß Kiv; weµq¯’‡j ZvgvKRvZ `ªe¨ ev c¨v‡KU cª`k©b wbwl× Kiv; ZvgvK †Kv¤úvwbi mvgvwRK `vqe×Zv 

Kg©m~wP‡Z AskMªnY m¤ú~Y©fv‡e wbwl× Kiv; me ai‡bi LyPiv ev †Lvjv ZvgvKRvZ `ªe¨ weµq wbwl× Kiv; B-wmMv‡iU, 

f¨vwcs, wn‡UW †Uve¨v‡Kv †cªvWv±mn Gai‡bi mKj cY¨ Drcv`b, Avg`vwb µq-weµq wbwl× Kiv; Ges ZvgvKRvZ 

`ª‡e¨i c¨v‡KU ev †gvo‡K mwPÎ ¯^v¯’¨ mZK©evZ©vi AvKvi 50 kZvsk †_‡K e„w× K‡i 90 kZvsk Kiv BZ¨vw`| 

  

ˆeV‡K ¯^v¯’¨gš¿xi mv‡_ Av‡jvPbvq Ask †bb wmwbqi mvsevw`K gbRyiæj Avnmvb eyjeyj, AvZ¥vÕi Kb‡fbi gZ©yRv nvq`vi 

wjUb, †Kv-Kb‡fbi wgRvb †PŠayix, K¨v‡¤úBb di †Uve¨v‡Kv wdª wKWm Gi evsjv‡`k †cÖvMÖvgm g¨v‡bRvi Rbve †gv. Avãym 

mvjvg wgqv, cÖÁvÕi wbe©vnx cwiPvjK GweGg Ryev‡qi Ges Kg©m~wP cÖavb †gv. nvmvb kvnwiqvi| 

 

evZ©v †cÖiK, 
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