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18 June 2022 

Budget to make tobacco more affordable, increase health risk: Activists  

They urge the government to hike the price of tobacco products, by introducing a specific 

supplementary duty  

 

Photo: Courtesy 

Anti-tobacco campaigners, at a post-budget press conference on Saturday, said the 

proposed budget for FY2022-23 will increase the use of cigarettes and other tobacco 

products among the poor and the youth. 

  

It will also deprive the government of additional revenue and hike health expenditure as well, 

they said at the event organised by Progga (Knowledge for Progress) and Anti-Tobacco Media 

Alliance (ATMA) at Dhaka Reporters Unity  

The campaigners further said the proposed budget raises the price for low-tier cigarettes by only 

2.56% and the prices of jarda, gul, and bidi have been kept unchanged. 75% of all cigarette 

smokers are users of low-tier cigarettes, most of whom belong to the poor and the youth 

demographic categories. 

The medium, high, and premium tiers have seen a 3.17%, 8.82%, and 5.18% increase 

respectively, said a press release. The supplementary duty on low-tier cigarettes has been kept 

unchanged at the existing 57% while the retail price has seen Tk1 increase, they added. 

  

As a result, tobacco products will become much cheaper compared to essential commodities, 

encouraging the youth and the poor to get hooked on this deadly addiction and putting public 

health in grave danger. 

  

Eminent economist and convener of the National Anti-Tobacco Platform, Qazi Kholiquzzaman 



Ahmad said, "In the highly-used low-tier cigarettes, the price has been increased by only 10 

paisa per stick. The prices of jarda, gul and bidi have not been increased at all. If the government 

implements our proposals, it will exponentially increase revenue earning and facilitate the 

building of a tobacco-free country." 

  

Mahfuz Kabir, research director of the Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic 

Studies, said, "The price of tobacco products should be hiked by imposing a specific 

supplementary duty. It will make it easier to predict revenue accumulation and help the National 

Board Revenue to advance a step towards the implementation of a simple tobacco tax policy." 

  

The campaigners urged the government to hike the price of tobacco products by imposing a 

specific supplementary duty in the budget as it will encourage 1.3 million adults to quit smoking. 

  

Introducing a specific supplementary duty will help raise the prices of cigarettes and other 

tobacco products, prevent the deaths of 445,000 adults and 448,000 youths and generate 

additional revenue worth Tk9,200 crores from cigarettes alone as supplementary duty, health 

development surcharge, and VAT. 

https://publisher.tbsnews.net/economy/budget/budget-make-tobacco-more-affordable-increase-

health-risk-activists-442134 
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19 June 2022 

Govt urged to hike tobacco price in final budget 

 

Anti-tobacco groups have urged the government to increase the prices of tobacco products by 

introducing a specific tax system as they observed the proposed budget for FY 2022-23, if finally 

adopted and realised, will increase the use of cigarettes and other tobacco products among the 

poor and the youth. 

 It will deprive the government of additional revenue and, at the same time, hike health 

expenditure. As the proposed budget has kept the supplementary duty unchanged and failed to 

introduce a specific tax system, the opportunity for tobacco companies to exponentially expand 

their profit remains wide open. 

 Speakers said this on Saturday during a post-budget press conference, jointly organised by 

PROGGA (Knowledge for Progress) and Anti-Tobacco Media Alliance (ATMA) held at the 

Dhaka Reporters Unity. The event was supported by the Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids 

(CTFK). 

It was informed that the proposed budget raises the price for low-tier cigarettes by only 2.56 

percent while 75 percent of all cigarette smokers are users of low-tier cigarettes. Most of them 

belong to the poor and the youth demographic categories. The medium, high, and premium tiers 

have seen a 3.17 percent, 8.82 percent, and 5.18 percent increase respectively. 

Citing the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS), speakers say that 2022 (provisional) has seen 

a 10 percent increase in the National Per Capita Income (nominal) over the previous year. 

Compared to the increase in per capita income, the hike in cigarette price will only make 

cigarettes more affordable and particularly encourage the youth to light up. 

They put forward some recommendations. 

Cigarette: The retail price for 10 sticks of low-tier cigarettes should be set at 50, followed by 

BDT 32.50 as specific supplementary duty (SD). In the medium-tier, the retail price should be 

https://bangladeshpost.net/webroot/uploads/featureimage/2022-06/62ae1606a4615.jpg
https://bangladeshpost.net/webroot/uploads/featureimage/2022-06/62ae1606a4615.jpg


set at BDT 75 and Supplementary Duty at BDT 48.75. In the high and premium tier, the retail 

prices for 10 sticks each should be Taka 120 and Taka 150 respectively, and be followed by the 

specific supplementary duty of Taka 78 ad Taka 97.50 respectively. 

Bidi: For non-filtered bidis, the retail price should be BDT 25 for 25 sticks, followed by Taka 

11.25 as a specific supplementary tax. For filtered bidis, the retail price and specific 

supplementary duty for 20 sticks should be Taka 20 and Taka 9 respectively. 

Jarda and Gul: The retail prices for 10 grams of jarda should be BDT 45, followed by BDT 27.00 

(60 percent) as a specific supplementary tax. For 10 grams of gul, the retail price should be BDT 

25 and supplemented by BDT 15 as a specific supplementary tax. 

Introducing specific supplementary duty in the finalised budget and raising the prices of 

cigarettes and other tobacco products as mentioned above, will encourage 1.3 million adults to 

quit smoking, and in the long run, prevent the deaths of 445,000 adults and 448,000 youths, and 

generate additional revenue worth BDT 9,200 crores from cigarettes alone as supplementary 

duty, health development surcharge, and VAT. 

The event was attended by Convener of the National Anti-Tobacco Platform economist Dr. Qazi 

Kholiquzzaman Ahmad, Research Director of Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic 

Studies (BIISS) Dr. Mahfuz Kabir, Prof of economics Dr. Rumana Haq, Senior Policy Advisor 

of CTFK Bangladesh Md. Ataur Rahman, Grants Manager of CTFK Bangladesh Md. Abdus 

Salam, convener of ATMA Mortuza Haider Liton, and Executive Director of PROGGA ABM 

Zubair, among others. 

https://bangladeshpost.net/posts/govt-urged-to-hike-tobacco-price-in-final-budget-88326 
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19 June 2022 

Increase price of tobacco products 

Anti-tobacco campaigners yesterday demanded that the government increase retail price for 

premium-tier cigarettes to Tk 150 per 10 sticks while passing the 2022-2023 national budget in 

the parliament to further discourage smoking. 

They made the comment at a post-budget press conference jointly organised by Knowledge for 

Progress (Progga) and Anti-Tobacco Media Alliance (ATMA) at the capital's Dhaka Reporters 

Unity. 

They proposed for setting Tk 97.5 as supplementary duty for 10-stick premium-tier cigarettes, 

said a press release. They also proposed setting Tk 50 in retail price for 10 sticks of low-tier 

cigarettes and specific supplementary duty at Tk 32.5 in the finalised budget. 

In the proposed budget, the retail price for 10-stick premium-tier cigarettes have been set at Tk 

142, an increase of 5.18 percent from the previous price, said ABM Zubair, executive director of 

Progga. 

Further increase in cigarette prices and other tobacco products will also help government receive 

more revenue, Zubair told this newspaper over phone. 

Similarly, retail price and supplementary duty for medium-tier cigarettes (10-stick) should be Tk 

75 and Tk 48.75, and for high-tier Tk 120 and Tk 78, they said. 

They further suggested for increase of price and supplementary duty for other tobacco products. 

Qazi Kholiquzzaman Ahmad, convener of National Anti-Tobacco Platform, said if the 

government implements the proposals, it will facilitate in building a tobacco-free country. 

As the proposed budget has kept supplementary duty unchanged and did not introduce specific 

tax system, opportunity for tobacco companies to exponentially expand their profit remains open, 

he added. 

https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/increase-price-tobacco-products-3050801 
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19 June 2022 

'Budget to make tobacco products more affordable' 

 

  

If the proposed budget for FY 2022-23 is finally adopted and implemented, it will increase the 

use of cigarettes and other tobacco products among the poor and youth depriving the government 

of additional revenue and hiking health expenditure.  

Speakers said these on Saturday during a post-budget press conference, jointly organized by 

PROGGA (Knowledge for Progress) and Anti-Tobacco Media Alliance (ATMA) at the Nasrul 

Hamid Auditorium of the Dhaka Reporters Unity. The event was supported by the Campaign for 

Tobacco-Free Kids (CTFK). 

It was informed in the post-budget press conference that the proposed budget raises the price for 

low-tier cigarettes by only 2.56 percent. 75 percent of all cigarette smokers are users of low-tier 

cigarettes, most of whom belong to the poor and the youth demographic categories. The medium, 

high, and premium tiers have seen a 3.17 percent, 8.82 percent, and 5.18 percent increase 

respectively. 

Citing the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS), speakers say that 2022 (provisional) has seen 

a 10 percent increase in the National Per Capita Income (nominal) over the previous year. 

Compared to the increase in per capita income, the hike in cigarette price will only make 

cigarettes more affordable and particularly encourage the youth to light up. 

 

In his speech as the chief guest of the event, eminent economist and convener of the National 

Anti-Tobacco Platform, Dr. Qazi Kholiquzzaman Ahmad said, "In the highly-used low-tier 

cigarettes, the price has been increased by only 10 paisa per stick. The prices of jarda, gul and 

bidi have not been increased at all. This will do nothing to reduce tobacco use. In contrast, if the 

government implements our proposals, it will exponentially increase revenue earning and 

facilitate in building a tobacco-free country." Dr. Mahfuz Kabir, Research Director of 

Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS), said, "The price of tobacco 



products should be hiked by imposing specific supplementary duty. It will reduce the complicacy 

in revenue collection, make it easier to predict revenue accumulation and above all, help 

National Board of Revenue to advance a step towards the implementation of a simple tobacco 

tax policy as declared by the Honorable Prime Minister." 

The event was attended by Dr. Rumana Haq, Professor, Department of Economics, University of 

Dhaka,  Md. Ataur Rahman, Senior Policy Advisor, CTFK Bangladesh, Md. Abdus Salam 

Grants Manager, CTFK Bangladesh, Mortuza Haider Liton, convener of ATMA, ABM Zubair, 

Executive Director, PROGGA, and also leaders and representatives from different media and 

anti-tobacco organizations. Nadira Kiron, Co-convener of ATMA, hosted the event whereas Md. 

Hasan Shahriar, Head of Tobacco Control, PROGGA, presented the budget analysis and 

demands. 

https://dailyasianage.com/news/288238/budget-to-make--tobacco-products--more-affordable 
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18 June 2022 

Budget to make tobacco products more affordable: Speakers 

 

Photo: Courtesy 

The proposed budget for FY 2022-23, if finally adopted and realised, will increase the use of 

cigarettes and other tobacco products among the poor and the youth, said speakers during a post-

budget briefing. 

Also, it will deprive the government of additional revenue and, at the same time, hike health 

expenditures, they said. 

 

Speakers came up with the remarks at the conference organised jointly by Progga and Anti-Tobacco 

Media Alliance (ATMA) on Saturday at the Dhaka Reporters Unity, according to a statement.   

Citing the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics, speakers say that 2022 (provisional) has seen a 10 

percent increase in the National Per Capita Income (nominal) over the previous year. Compared to 

the increase in per capita income, the hike in cigarette price will only make cigarettes more 

affordable and particularly encourage the youth to light up. 

In his speech as the chief guest of the event, eminent economist and convener of the National Anti-

Tobacco Platform, Dr Qazi Kholiquzzaman Ahmad said, "In the highly-used low-tier cigarettes, the 



price has been increased by only 10 paisa per stick. The prices of jarda, gul and bidi have not been 

increased at all. This will do nothing to reduce tobacco use”. 

The event was attended by Dr Rumana Haq, Professor, Department of Economics, University of 

Dhaka,  Md Ataur Rahman, Senior Policy Advisor, CTFK Bangladesh, Md Abdus Salam, Grants 

Manager, CTFK Bangladesh, among others.  

https://www.businessinsiderbd.com/national/news/24077/budget-to-make-tobacco-products-more-

affordable-speakers 
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18 June 2022 

Anti Tobacco Activists Urged Govt to Hike Prices in Finalized Budget 

 

The proposed budget for FY 2022-23, if finally adopted and realized, will increase the use of 

cigarettes and other tobacco products among the poor and the youth. 

It will deprive the government of additional revenue and, at the same time, hike health 

expenditure. As the proposed budget has kept the supplementary duty unchanged and failed to 

introduce specific tax system, the opportunity for tobacco companies to exponentially expand 

their profit remains wide open. 

Speakers said this today during a post-budget press conference, jointly organized by PROGGA 

(Knowledge for Progress) and Anti-Tobacco Media Alliance (ATMA) held at the Nasrul Hamid 

Auditorium of the Dhaka Reporters Unity. The event was supported by the Campaign for 

Tobacco-Free Kids (CTFK). 

It was informed in the post-budget press conference that the proposed budget raises the price for 

low-tier cigarettes by only 2.56 percent. 75 percent of all cigarette smokers are users of low-tier 

cigarettes, most of whom belong to the poor and the youth demographic categories. The medium, 

high, and premium tiers have seen a 3.17 percent, 8.82 percent, and 5.18 percent increase 

respectively. 

Citing the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS), speakers say that 2022 (provisional) has seen 

a 10 percent increase in the National Per Capita Income (nominal) over the previous year. 

Compared to the increase in per capita income, the hike in cigarette price will only make 

cigarettes more affordable and particularly encourage the youth to light up. 

Speakers presented a comparative analysis of the average prices of essential commodities in the 

four metropolitan cities of Bangladesh (Dhaka, Chattogram, Rajshahi, and Khulna), as published 

on a daily basis by the Department of Agricultural Marketing (DAM), and said that the average 

price of soyabean oil has increased 45.18 percent in 2022 (June 8) compared to 2021 (June 8). 



There has also been a significant increase in the prices of atta (44.63 percent), eggs (34.03 

percent), lentil (25.43 percent), powdered milk (18.19 percent), broiler chicken (16.63 percent), 

and miniket rice (12.5 percent). However, the price of low-tier cigarettes, which constitute 75 

percent of the cigarette market, has seen a meagre 2.56 percent rise, and the prices of jarda, gul, 

and bidi have been kept unchanged. As a result, tobacco products will become much cheaper 

compared to essential commodities, encouraging the youth and the poor to get hooked on this 

deadly addiction and putting public health in grave danger. 

It was also discussed in the press conference that the supplementary duty on low-tier cigarettes 

has been kept unchanged at the existing 57 percent while the retail price has seen Taka 1 

increase. Such an arrangement means that a significant portion of this additional revenue 

generated from this increase will be pocketed by tobacco companies. The World Health 

Organization (WHO) recommends that the supplementary duty be at least 70 percent of the retail 

price. Besides, ignoring the anti-tobacco organizations‟ demand to introduce specific 

supplementary duties will complicate revenue collection and allow tobacco companies to benefit 

from rampant tax evasion and other ways. 

In his speech as the chief guest of the event, eminent economist and convener of the National 

Anti-Tobacco Platform, Dr. Qazi Kholiquzzaman Ahmad said, “In the highly-used low-tier 

cigarettes, the price has been increased by only 10 paisa per stick. The prices of jarda, gul and 

bidi have not been increased at all. This will do nothing to reduce tobacco use. In contrast, if the 

government implements our proposals, it will exponentially increase revenue earning and 

facilitate in building a tobacco-free country.” 

Dr. Mahfuz Kabir, Research Director of Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic 

Studies (BIISS), said, “The price of tobacco products should be hiked by imposing specific 

supplementary duty. It will reduce the complicacy in revenue collection, make it easier to predict 

revenue accumulation and above all, help National Board of Revenue to advance a step towards 

the implementation of a simple tobacco tax policy as declared by the Honorable Prime Minister.” 

The following proposals have been presented in the press conference to be included in the 

finalized FY 2022-23 budget: 

Cigarette: The retail price for 10 sticks of low-tier cigarettes should be set at 50, followed by 

BDT 32.50 as specific supplementary duty (SD). In the medium-tier, the retail price should be 

set at BDT 75 and Supplementary Duty at BDT 48.75. In the high and premium tier, the retail 

prices for 10 sticks each should be Taka 120 and Taka 150 respectively, and be followed by the 

specific supplementary duty of Taka 78 ad Taka 97.50 respectively. 

Bidi: For non-filtered bidis, the retail price should be BDT 25 for 25 sticks, followed by Taka 

11.25 as a specific supplementary tax. For filtered bidis, the retail price and specific 

supplementary duty for 20 sticks should be Taka 20 and Taka 9 respectively. 

Jarda and Gul: The retail prices for 10 grams of jarda should be BDT 45, followed by BDT 27.00 

(60 percent) as a specific supplementary tax. For 10 grams of gul, the retail price should be BDT 

25 and supplemented by BDT 15 as a specific supplementary tax. 



Introducing specific supplementary duty in the finalized budget and raising the prices of 

cigarettes and other tobacco products as mentioned above, will encourage 1.3 million adults to 

quit smoking, and in the long run, prevent the deaths of 445,000 adults and 448,000 youths, and 

generate additional revenue worth BDT 9,200 crores from cigarettes alone as supplementary 

duty, health development surcharge, and VAT. 

The event was attended by Dr. Rumana Haq, Professor, Department of Economics, University of 

Dhaka,  Md. Ataur Rahman, Senior Policy Advisor, CTFK Bangladesh, Md. Abdus Salam 

Grants Manager, CTFK Bangladesh, Mortuza Haider Liton, convener of ATMA, ABM Zubair, 

Executive Director, PROGGA, and also leaders and representatives from different media and 

anti-tobacco organizations. Nadira Kiron, Co-convener of ATMA, hosted the event whereas Md. 

Hasan Shahriar, Head of Tobacco Control, PROGGA, presented the budget analysis and 

demands. 

https://bangladeshbeyond.com.bd/anti-tobacco-activists-urged-govt-to-hike-prices-in-finalized-budget/ 
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18 June 2022 

The budget calls for effectively raising the price of tobacco products 

 

 

Members of the Gyan (Wisdom) for Progress and Anti-Tobacco Media Alliance (Atma) voiced 

their anti-tobacco views at a press conference at the Dhaka Reporters‟ Unity (DRU) Nasrul 

Hamid Auditorium on Saturday. Photo: Dawn paper 

 Tobacco products will be readily available in the proposed budget, health risks will 

increase 

If the proposed budget for the next 2022-23 fiscal year is passed, the use of all kinds of tobacco 

products including cigarettes will increase among the young and poor people. Health expenditure 

will increase and the government will be deprived of additional revenue. The opportunity to 

increase the profit of the tobacco company will continue as the rate of supplementary duty has 

remained unchanged and no specific tax system has been introduced. 

Following the budget conference on „Tobacco Tax Conference‟ organized by Dhaka Reporters‟ 

Unity (DRU) at Nasrul Hamid Auditorium on Saturday (June 18) with the support of Campaign 

for Tobacco Free Kids (CTFK), Gyan (Wisdom) for Progress and Anti-Tobacco Media Alliance 

(Atma). Anti-tobacco leaders, including economists. 

At the press conference, Pragya and Atma said that the price of low quality cigarettes has been 

increased by only 2.56 percent in the proposed budget. At present, 65 per cent of the cigarette 

market is occupied by low-income groups whose main consumers are mainly young and poor. It 

has been proposed to increase the prices at medium, high and very high levels by 3.16 percent, 

8.62 percent and 5.16 percent respectively. 

According to the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS), the per capita income of the people has 

increased by about 10 percent this year as compared to last year. Cigarettes will be more readily 



available as the increase in cigarette prices is much less than the increase in per capita income 

and young people will be particularly encouraged to use cigarettes. 

According to data released by the Department of Agriculture Marketing, comparative analysis of 

daily average retail prices of essential commodities in four metros (Dhaka, Chittagong, Rajshahi 

and Khulna) was given at the press conference. The prices of flour increased by 18 per cent, 

flour by 44.83 per cent, eggs by 34.3 per cent, lentils by 25.43 per cent, powdered milk by 18.19 

per cent, broiler chicken by 18.63 per cent and miniket rice by 12.5 per cent. However, in the 

proposed budget, the price of low-end cigarettes, which occupy 75% of the cigarette market, has 

been increased by only 2.56% and the prices of jorda, gul and bidi have been kept unchanged. As 

a result, tobacco products will be cheaper than daily commodities and young and low-income 

people will be encouraged to use these products, which pose a serious threat to public health. 

It was further informed at the press conference that a part of the increased price would go into 

the pocket of the company due to increase in retail price by one taka leaving the supplementary 

duty on low quality cigarettes unchanged at 56 per cent. According to the World Health 

Organization, the amount of supplementary duty on tobacco products will be at least 60 percent 

of the retail price. In addition, the non-imposition of supplementary tariffs as specified by the 

anti-tobacco proponents would increase the complexity of tax collection and would allow the 

tobacco company to continue to benefit in various ways, including tax evasion. 

Speaking as the chief guest at the press conference, the prominent economist and convener of the 

National Anti-Tobacco Forum. Kazi Khaliquzzaman Ahmed said the price of widely used cheap 

cigarettes has been increased by only 10 paisa per stick and the price of gul, jorda and bidi has 

not been increased by a single paisa. This will not reduce tobacco use. If our proposal is 

implemented, the revenue of the government will increase manifold and the way to achieve a 

tobacco free Bangladesh will be easy. 

Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) Research Director. Mahfuz 

Kabir said, “The price of tobacco products should be increased by imposing specific 

supplementary duty. This will reduce the complexity of revenue collection, make accurate 

predictions about revenue collection and, above all, take the National Board of Revenue one step 

further in implementing the simple tobacco policy announced by the Prime Minister. 

The proposals made at the press conference for inclusion in the final budget for 2022-23 

are: 



Cigarettes: At the lower level, the retail price of 10 sticks of cigarettes is fixed at Rs. 50, with a 

fixed supplementary duty of Rs. A fixed supplementary duty of Rs. 8.00 / – by fixing Rs. 120 / – 

and a fixed supplementary duty of Rs. 

Bidi: A fixed supplementary duty of Tk 11.25 by fixing the retail price of 25 sticky bidis without 

filters at Tk 25 and a fixed supplementary duty of Tk 9.00 by fixing the retail price of 20 sticky 

bidis with filters at Tk 20. 

Jorda and Gul: To fix the retail price of Jorda at Rs 45 per 10 gm and fix a specific 

supplementary duty of Rs 28.00 and to fix the retail price of Jorda at Rs 25 per 10 gm and to fix 

it at Rs 15.00. 

According to the anti-tobacco proposal, raising the price of all tobacco products, including 

cigarettes, by imposing a specific tax in the final budget would encourage about 1.3 million 

adults to refrain from smoking, preventing premature deaths of 445,000 adults and 448,000 

young people in the long run. There will be additional revenue of Tk 9,200 crore from customs, 

health development surcharge and VAT. 

Dhaka University Professor of Economics took part in the press conference. Rumana Haque, 

Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids (CTFK) Bangladesh Senior Policy Advisor. Ataur Rahman and 

Grants Manager. Abdus Salam, Mortuza Haider Liton, Convener of Atma, ABM Zubair, 

Executive Director of Pragya and leaders of various anti-tobacco organizations. Hasan Shahriar, 

head of Pragya‟s Tobacco Control Project, analyzed the budget proposed by Atma‟s co-convener 

Nadira Kiran and presented the demands. 

https://tekdeeps.com/the-budget-calls-for-effectively-raising-the-price-of-tobacco-products/ 
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18 June 2022 

Anti Tobacco Activists Urged Govt to Hike Prices in Finalized Budget 

 

 

Anti Tobacco Activists Urged Govt to Hike Prices in Finalized Budget 

Dhaka June 18 2022 : 

The proposed budget for FY 2022-23, if finally adopted and realized, will increase the use of 

cigarettes and other tobacco products among the poor and the youth. 

It will deprive the government of additional revenue and, at the same time, hike health 

expenditure. As the proposed budget has kept the supplementary duty unchanged and failed to 

introduce specific tax system, the opportunity for tobacco companies to exponentially expand 

their profit remains wide open. 

Speakers said this today during a post-budget press conference, jointly organized by PROGGA 

(Knowledge for Progress) and Anti-Tobacco Media Alliance (ATMA) held at the Nasrul Hamid 

Auditorium of the Dhaka Reporters Unity. The event was supported by the Campaign for 

Tobacco-Free Kids (CTFK). 

It was informed in the post-budget press conference that the proposed budget raises the price for 

low-tier cigarettes by only 2.56 percent. 75 percent of all cigarette smokers are users of low-tier 

cigarettes, most of whom belong to the poor and the youth demographic categories. The medium, 

high, and premium tiers have seen a 3.17 percent, 8.82 percent, and 5.18 percent increase 

respectively. 

Citing the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS), speakers say that 2022 (provisional) has seen 

a 10 percent increase in the National Per Capita Income (nominal) over the previous year. 

Compared to the increase in per capita income, the hike in cigarette price will only make 

cigarettes more affordable and particularly encourage the youth to light up. 

https://www.voicebd24.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/14-13-scaled.jpg
https://www.voicebd24.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/14-13-scaled.jpg


Speakers presented a comparative analysis of the average prices of essential commodities in the 

four metropolitan cities of Bangladesh (Dhaka, Chattogram, Rajshahi, and Khulna), as published 

on a daily basis by the Department of Agricultural Marketing (DAM), and said that the average 

price of soyabean oil has increased 45.18 percent in 2022 (June 8) compared to 2021 (June 8). 

There has also been a significant increase in the prices of atta (44.63 percent), eggs (34.03 

percent), lentil (25.43 percent), powdered milk (18.19 percent), broiler chicken (16.63 percent), 

and miniket rice (12.5 percent). However, the price of low-tier cigarettes, which constitute 75 

percent of the cigarette market, has seen a meagre 2.56 percent rise, and the prices of jarda, gul, 

and bidi have been kept unchanged. As a result, tobacco products will become much cheaper 

compared to essential commodities, encouraging the youth and the poor to get hooked on this 

deadly addiction and putting public health in grave danger. 

It was also discussed in the press conference that the supplementary duty on low-tier cigarettes 

has been kept unchanged at the existing 57 percent while the retail price has seen Taka 1 

increase. Such an arrangement means that a significant portion of this additional revenue 

generated from this increase will be pocketed by tobacco companies. The World Health 

Organization (WHO) recommends that the supplementary duty be at least 70 percent of the retail 

price. Besides, ignoring the anti-tobacco organizations‟ demand to introduce specific 

supplementary duties will complicate revenue collection and allow tobacco companies to benefit 

from rampant tax evasion and other ways. 

In his speech as the chief guest of the event, eminent economist and convener of the National 

Anti-Tobacco Platform, Dr. Qazi Kholiquzzaman Ahmad said, “In the highly-used low-tier 

cigarettes, the price has been increased by only 10 paisa per stick. The prices of jarda, gul and 

bidi have not been increased at all. This will do nothing to reduce tobacco use. In contrast, if the 

government implements our proposals, it will exponentially increase revenue earning and 

facilitate in building a tobacco-free country.” 

Dr. Mahfuz Kabir, Research Director of Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic 

Studies (BIISS), said, “The price of tobacco products should be hiked by imposing specific 

supplementary duty. It will reduce the complicacy in revenue collection, make it easier to predict 

revenue accumulation and above all, help National Board of Revenue to advance a step towards 

the implementation of a simple tobacco tax policy as declared by the Honorable Prime Minister.” 

The following proposals have been presented in the press conference to be included in the 

finalized FY 2022-23 budget: 

Cigarette: The retail price for 10 sticks of low-tier cigarettes should be set at 50, followed by 

BDT 32.50 as specific supplementary duty (SD). In the medium-tier, the retail price should be 

set at BDT 75 and Supplementary Duty at BDT 48.75. In the high and premium tier, the retail 

prices for 10 sticks each should be Taka 120 and Taka 150 respectively, and be followed by the 

specific supplementary duty of Taka 78 ad Taka 97.50 respectively. 



Bidi: For non-filtered bidis, the retail price should be BDT 25 for 25 sticks, followed by Taka 

11.25 as a specific supplementary tax. For filtered bidis, the retail price and specific 

supplementary duty for 20 sticks should be Taka 20 and Taka 9 respectively. 

Jarda and Gul: The retail prices for 10 grams of jarda should be BDT 45, followed by BDT 27.00 

(60 percent) as a specific supplementary tax. For 10 grams of gul, the retail price should be BDT 

25 and supplemented by BDT 15 as a specific supplementary tax. 

Introducing specific supplementary duty in the finalized budget and raising the prices of 

cigarettes and other tobacco products as mentioned above, will encourage 1.3 million adults to 

quit smoking, and in the long run, prevent the deaths of 445,000 adults and 448,000 youths, and 

generate additional revenue worth BDT 9,200 crores from cigarettes alone as supplementary 

duty, health development surcharge, and VAT. 

The event was attended by Dr. Rumana Haq, Professor, Department of Economics, University of 

Dhaka,  Md. Ataur Rahman, Senior Policy Advisor, CTFK Bangladesh, Md. Abdus Salam 

Grants Manager, CTFK Bangladesh, Mortuza Haider Liton, convener of ATMA, ABM Zubair, 

Executive Director, PROGGA, and also leaders and representatives from different media and 

anti-tobacco organizations. Nadira Kiron, Co-convener of ATMA, hosted the event whereas Md. 

Hasan Shahriar, Head of Tobacco Control, PROGGA, presented the budget analysis and 

demands. 
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Budget Reaction 2022-23: Budget to Make Tobacco Products More Affordable and 

Increase Health Risk 

 

The proposed budget for FY 2022-23, if finally adopted and realized, will increase the use of 

cigarettes and other tobacco products among the poor and the youth. It will deprive the 

government of additional revenue and, at the same time, hike health expenditure. As the 

proposed budget has kept the supplementary duty unchanged and failed to introduce a specific 

tax system, the opportunity for tobacco companies to exponentially expand their profit remains 

wide open. Speakers said this today (18 June 2022, Saturday) during a post-budget press 

conference, jointly organized by PROGGA (Knowledge for Progress) and Anti-Tobacco Media 

Alliance (ATMA) held at the Nasrul Hamid Auditorium of the Dhaka Reporters Unity. The 

event was supported by the Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids (CTFK). 

It was informed in the post-budget press conference that the proposed budget raises the price for 

low-tier cigarettes by only 2.56 percent. 75 percent of all cigarette smokers are users of low-tier 

cigarettes, most of whom belong to the poor and the youth demographic categories. The medium, 

high, and premium tiers have seen a 3.17 percent, 8.82 percent, and 5.18 percent increase 

respectively. 

Citing the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS), speakers say that 2022 (provisional) has seen 

a 10 percent increase in the National Per Capita Income (nominal) over the previous year. 

Compared to the increase in per capita income, the hike in cigarette price will only make 

cigarettes more affordable and particularly encourage the youth to light up. 

Speakers presented a comparative analysis of the average prices of essential commodities in the 

four metropolitan cities of Bangladesh (Dhaka, Chattogram, Rajshahi, and Khulna), as published 

on a daily basis by the Department of Agricultural Marketing (DAM), and said that the average 

price of soyabean oil has increased 45.18 percent in 2022 (June 8) compared to 2021 (June 8). 

There has also been a significant increase in the prices of atta (44.63 percent), eggs (34.03 



percent), lentil (25.43 percent), powdered milk (18.19 percent), broiler chicken (16.63 percent), 

and miniket rice (12.5 percent). However, the price of low-tier cigarettes, which constitute 75 

percent of the cigarette market, has seen a meagre 2.56 percent rise, and the prices of jarda, gul, 

and bidi have been kept unchanged. As a result, tobacco products will become much cheaper 

compared to essential commodities, encouraging the youth and the poor to get hooked on this 

deadly addiction and putting public health in grave danger. 

It was also discussed in the press conference that the supplementary duty on low-tier cigarettes 

has been kept unchanged at the existing 57 percent while the retail price has seen Taka 1 

increase. Such an arrangement means that a significant portion of this additional revenue 

generated from this increase will be pocketed by tobacco companies. The World Health 

Organization (WHO) recommends that the supplementary duty be at least 70 percent of the retail 

price. Besides, ignoring the anti-tobacco organizations‟ demand to introduce specific 

supplementary duties will complicate revenue collection and allow tobacco companies to benefit 

from rampant tax evasion and other ways. 

In his speech as the chief guest of the event, eminent economist and convener of the National 

Anti-Tobacco Platform, Dr. Qazi Kholiquzzaman Ahmad said, “In the highly-used low-tier 

cigarettes, the price has been increased by only 10 paisa per stick. The prices of jarda, gul and 

bidi have not been increased at all. This will do nothing to reduce tobacco use. In contrast, if the 

government implements our proposals, it will exponentially increase revenue earning and 

facilitate building a tobacco-free country.” Dr. Mahfuz Kabir, Research Director of Bangladesh 

Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS), said, “The price of tobacco products 

should be hiked by imposing the specific supplementary duty. It will reduce the complicacy in 

revenue collection, make it easier to predict revenue accumulation and above all, help the 

National Board of Revenue to advance a step towards the implementation of a simple tobacco 

tax policy as declared by the Honorable Prime Minister.” 

The following proposals have been presented in the press conference to be included in the 

finalized FY 2022-23 budget: 

Cigarette: The retail price for 10 sticks of low-tier cigarettes should be set at 50, followed by 

BDT 32.50 as specific supplementary duty (SD). In the medium-tier, the retail price should be 

set at BDT 75 and Supplementary Duty at BDT 48.75. In the high and premium tier, the retail 

prices for 10 sticks each should be Taka 120 and Taka 150 respectively and be followed by the 

specific supplementary duty of Taka 78 ad Taka 97.50 respectively. 

Bidi: For non-filtered bidis, the retail price should be BDT 25 for 25 sticks, followed by Taka 

11.25 as a specific supplementary tax. For filtered bidis, the retail price and specific 

supplementary duty for 20 sticks should be Taka 20 and Taka 9 respectively. 

Jarda and Gul: The retail prices for 10 grams of jarda should be BDT 45, followed by BDT 27.00 

(60 percent) as a specific supplementary tax. For 10 grams of gul, the retail price should be BDT 

25 and supplemented by BDT 15 as a specific supplementary tax. 



Introducing specific supplementary duty in the finalized budget and raising the prices of 

cigarettes and other tobacco products as mentioned above, will encourage 1.3 million adults to 

quit smoking, and in the long run, prevent the deaths of 445,000 adults and 448,000 youths, and 

generate additional revenue worth BDT 9,200 crores from cigarettes alone as supplementary 

duty, health development surcharge, and VAT. 

The event was attended by Dr. Rumana Haq, Professor, Department of Economics, University of 

Dhaka, Md. Ataur Rahman, Senior Policy Advisor, CTFK Bangladesh, Md. Abdus Salam Grants 

Manager, CTFK Bangladesh, Mortuza Haider Liton, convener of ATMA, ABM Zubair, 

Executive Director, PROGGA, and also leaders and representatives from different media and 

anti-tobacco organizations. Nadira Kiron, Co-convener of ATMA, hosted the event whereas Md. 

Hasan Shahriar, Head of Tobacco Control, PROGGA, presented the budget analysis and 

demands. 
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