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Speedy finalisation of Tobacco Control Law Amendment demanded
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Anti-tobacco campaigners, at programme in Dhaka, voiced their demands for immediate
finalisation of the tobacco control law amendment to prevent the trail of deaths due to
tobacco-related illness.

In a human chain held in front of the National Press Club on Saturday, carrying "symbolic
corpses”, they said the longer policymakers delay with the finalisation of the law, the larger
tobacco's trail of deaths grows.

Tobacco-related illnesses claim around 161,000 lives each year in Bangladesh, they said.

Following the human chain, the Anti-tobacco campaigners also submitted a memorandum to the
Secretary, Health Services Division.

PROGGA (Knowledge for Progress), Anti-tobacco Media Alliance (ATMA), Pratyasha anti-
drug club, and Dhumpan Madok Durniti Birodhi Foundation jointly organised the event, said a
press release.

Anti-tobacco campaigners also said to reduce the prevalence of tobacco use, the health ministry
has prepared the draft proposal, releasing the draft on website and collecting opinions from
stakeholders.



But, tobacco companies have launched a campaign of lies and rumours to derail this initiative,
they alleged.

Currently, the prevalence of tobacco use stands at 35.3% of the adult population (37.8 million).
Tobacco-induced deaths and diseases alone cost the economy of Bangladesh around Tk305.6
billion a year. The amount is much higher than the revenue generated from this sector.

Realising the extent of tobacco's devastation, the Prime Minister voiced her commitment to build
a tobacco-free country by 2040 and in 2016 and gave a directive to amend tobacco control law in
line with Framework Convention on Tobacco Control of World Health Organisation (WHO
FCTC).

The latest amendment proposal contains a number of global best practices including eliminating
Designated Smoking Areas (DSASs), outlawing so-called corporate social responsibility (CSR)
programmes of tobacco companies, increasing the area allotted for graphic health warning
(GHW) to 90% from existing 50%.

It also proposed banning the sale of loose sticks, the display of tobacco products, e-cigarettes and
other vaping products.

Representatives from Shastho Surokkha Foundation, Tobacco Control & Research Cell (Tcrc),
Development Organisation of the Rural Poor (Dorp), National Heart Foundation, National Anti-
Tuberculosis Association of Bangladesh (Natab), Dhaka Ahsania Mission, and many other anti-
tobacco organisations participated at the event.

https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/speedy-finalisation-tobacco-control-law-amendment-demanded-
514178
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Adopt stronger anti-tobacco law

Speakers urge govt

Staff Correspondent

Tobacco companies have been spreading baseless, falsified information to prevent the
government from adopting a stronger anti-tobacco law, speakers at a human chain
claimed yesterday.

Urging the government to finish amending the existing act, they said delaying the
amendment will lead to more tobacco-related deaths, and harm to public health and
environment.

The human chain was formed in front of Jatiya Press Club. It was jointly organised by
Progga, Anti-tobacco Media Alliance, Pratyasha, and Dhumpan Madok Durniti Birodhi
Foundation, said a press release.

The organisers submitted a memorandum in this regard to the secretary of Health
Services Division after the programme.

Speakers said the health ministry has recently taken an initiative to amend and strengthen
the existing tobacco law.

Necessary stages of the amendment process have already been completed.
"Unfortunately, the tobacco companies have launched a campaign of lies and rumours to
hamper this initiative," they observed.

Representatives from Shastho Surokkha Foundation, TCRC, DORP, National Heart
Foundation, NATAB, Dhumpan Madok Durniti Birodhi Foundation, Dhaka Ahsania
Mission, and many other anti-tobacco organisations participated in the event.

https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/adopt-stronger-anti-tobacco-law-3143706
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Human Chain with 'Symbolic Corpse’

Speedy finalization of Tobacco Control Law Amendment Demanded
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Staff Correspondent

The anti tobacco campaigners at a human chain carrying symbolic corpses demanded to end
process to ammend the tobacco control law soon to save lives from harmful effects of the
tobacco and tobacco products.

The human chain was firmed by the anti tobacco campaigners in front of National Press Club in
the capital on Saturday.

Speakers addressing the human riased voice for their demands for immediate finalization of the
tobacco control law amendment.

The event was jointly organized by PROGGA (Knowledge for Progress), Anti-tobacco Media
Alliance (ATMA), 'Pratyasha’ anti drug's club, and Dhumpan Mador Durniti Birodhi
Foundation.

The anti tobacco campaigners said that tobacco-related illness claim around 161,000 lives each
year in Bangladesh.

The delay for finalization of tobacco contril law will increase the number of deaths caused by
tobacco.



Following the human chain, the anti tobacco campaigners also submitted a memorandum to the
Secretary of Health Services Division at the health ministry.

Representatives from Shastho Surokkha Foundation, TCRC, Development Organisation of the
Rural Poor (DORP), National Heart Foundation, NATAB, Dhumpan Madok Durniti Birodhi
Foundation, Dhaka Ahsania Mission, and many other anti-tobacco organizations participated at
the event organized with support from Campaign for Tobacco-free Kids (CTFK).

https://www.daily-sun.com/post/650380/Human-Chain-with-Symbolic-Corpse
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HUMAN CHAIN WITH 'SYMBOLIC CORPSE’

Speakers demand speedy finalisation of Tobacco Control Law amendment

Staff Correspondent
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A human chain carrying symbolic corpses was held Saturday where speakers voiced their
demands for immediate finalisation of the tobacco control law amendment.

The event held in front of the National Press Club in Dhaka was jointly organised by PROGGA
(Knowledge for Progress), Anti-tobacco Media Alliance (ATMA), 'Pratyasha’ anti drug's club,
and Dhumpan Madok Durniti Birodhi Foundation.

Speakers said that tobacco-related illness claim around 1,61,000 lives each year in Bangladesh.
The longer policymakers delay the finalisation of TC law, the larger tobacco's trail of deaths
grows.

Following the human chain, organisers also submitted a memorandum to the Secretary of the
Health Services Division.

Speakers also informed at the event that currently, the prevalence of tobacco use stands at 35.3
per cent of the adult population (37.8 million). Tobacco-induced deaths and diseases alone cost
the economy of Bangladesh around BDT 305.6 billion a year, an amount that is much higher
than the revenue generated from this sector.



Realising the extent of tobacco's devastation, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina voiced her
commitment to building a tobacco-free country by 2040 and in 2016, provided a directive to
amend tobacco control law in line with Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (WHO
FCTC).

The latest amendment proposal contains several global best practices including eliminating
Designated Smoking Areas (DSASs), outlawing so-called corporate social responsibility (CSR)
programs of tobacco companies, increasing the area allotted for graphic health warning (GHW)
to 90 per cent from the existing 50 per cent, banning the sale of loose sticks, banning the display
of tobacco products, and also banning e-cigarettes and other vaping products.

Representatives from Shastho Surokkha Foundation, TCRC, DORP, National Heart Foundation,
NATAB, Dhumpan Madok Durniti Birodhi Foundation, Dhaka Ahsania Mission, and many
other anti-tobacco organisations participated at the event organised with support from Campaign
for Tobacco-free Kids (CTFK).

https://businesspostbd.com/national/speakers-demand-speedy-finalisation-of-tobacco-control-law-

amendment
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Call for immediate amendment to tobacco control law

Speakers at a human chain programme demanded immediate completion of the
amendment to the tobacco control law for the overall benefit of the public health
and environment, reports UNB.

The human chain, carrying symbolic corpses, was formed in front of the Jatiya
Press Club jointly organised by PROGGA (Knowledge for Progress), Anti-tobacco
Media Alliance (ATMA), 'Pratyasha’ anti-drug's club, and Dhumpan Mador Durniti
Birodhi Foundation.

The organisers also submitted a memorandum to the Health Services Division
Secretary after the programme.

https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/metro-news/call-for-immediate-amendment-to-tobacco-
control-law-1665851161



https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/metro-news/call-for-immediate-amendment-to-tobacco-control-law-1665851161
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Immediate completion of amendment to tobacco control law demanded

Speakers say tobacco-related illnesses claim around 161,000 lives each year
in Bangladesh

-~

File photo of Human chain program demanding immediate completion of the amendment to the
tobacco control law at Jatiya Press Club UNB

Speakers at a human chain program demanded immediate completion of the amendment to the
tobacco control law for the overall benefit of public health and the environment.

The human chain, carrying symbolic corpses, was formed in front of the Jatiya Press Club jointly
organized by Progga (Knowledge for Progress), Anti Tobacco Media Alliance (ATMA),
Pratyasha Anti-drug's Club, and Dhumpan Mador Durniti Birodhi Foundation.

The organizers also submitted a memorandum to the Health Services Division secretary after the
program.

https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/2022/10/15/immediate-completion-of-amendment-to-
tobacco-control-law-demanded



https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/2022/10/15/immediate-completion-of-amendment-to-tobacco-control-law-demanded
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/2022/10/15/immediate-completion-of-amendment-to-tobacco-control-law-demanded

16 October 2022

from
Public places |-

Antitobacco campaigners hold a rally, demanding amendment to Tobacco Control Act, in front of
the National Press Club on Saturday. — New Age photo
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Human Chain with 'Symbolic Corpse' demanding Tobacco Control Law
amendment

Staff Reporter:

A human chain carrying symbolic corpses was held on Saturday in front of National Press Club
where speakers voiced their demands for immediate finalization of the tobacco control law
amendment.

The event was jointly organized by PROGGA (Knowledge for Progress), Anti-tobacco Media
Alliance (ATMA), 'Pratyasha’ anti-drug's club, and Dhumpan Madok Durniti Birodhi
Foundation.

Speakers said that tobacco-related illness claim around 161,000 lives each year in Bangladesh.
The longer policymakers delay with the finalization of TC law, the larger tobacco's trail of deaths
grows. Following the human chain, organizers also submitted a memorandum to the Secretary,
Health Services Division.

During the event, speakers also said, 'To reduce the prevalence of tobacco use, the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare has recently taken the initiative to amend and strengthen the existing
tobacco control law. The necessary stages of preparing the draft proposal, releasing the draft on
website and collecting opinions from stakeholders have already been accomplished.
Unfortunately, tobacco companies have launched a campaign of lies and rumors to derail this
initiative.

As a party to WHO FCTC, Bangladesh, however, is committed to protect the tobacco control
policies and other measures from vested commercial and other interests of tobacco companies.
FCTC Article 5.3, in particular, recommends governments to remain free from tobacco industry
interference while formulating and implementing tobacco control law.

Representatives from Shastho Surokkha Foundation, TCRC, DORP, National Heart Foundation,
NATAB, Dhumpan Madok Durniti Birodhi Foundation, Dhaka Ahsania Mission, and many
other anti-tobacco organizations participated at the event organized with support from Campaign
for Tobacco-free Kids (CTFK).

https://thedailynewnation.com/news/336852/Human-Chain-with-/'Symbolic-Corpse/'-demanding-

Tobacco-Control-Law-amendment
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Pragya (Knowledge for Progress), Anti-Tobacco Media Alliance (Atma), and Anti-Narcotics Organization ini-
tiative Pragya (Knowledge for Progress) formed a human chain in front of the National Press Club yester-
day - Daily Industry

https://edailyindustry.com/2022/10/16/4/details/4 r10 c2.jpg
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Immediate completion of amendment-to-tobacco-control-law-demanded

Speskers at 3 human chain programme demanded immediste comgplstion of the amendment to the tobscoo control Iaw for the overall benefit of the public health and envirenment.

The humsan chain, carmying symbolic corpses, was formed in front of the Jatiya Press Club jointly organized by PROGG.
‘Pratyasha anti-drugs clul, and Chumpan Mador Durniti Biredhi Foundation.

, (Knowledpe for Progress). Anti-tobscco Media Alliance (ATMAL,

The organisers also submitted 3 memerandum to the Health S=rvices Division Secrstary after the programme.

In 3 orief address 1o the programme, speskers said wobacce-related ilinesses claim srownd 151,000 lves each year in Bangladesh.
“The longer the pelicymakers delay in finslizing the tobacco law, the langer trail of tebacco-related deaths grows,” they s3id.

The speakers s3id the Health Ministry has recently taken an initistive to amend and strengthen the existing tobacco control law.

*The necessary stages of preparing the draft proposal. releasing the draft on the website and collecting opinions from stakeholders have already been completed. Unfortunately, the tobaceo
«companies have launched a campaign of B2s and rumours to hamper this initiative,” they cbsenved.

Represeniatives from Shastho Surckkha Foundation, TCRC, DORP, Mational Heant Foundation, NATAB, Dhumpan Madok Durniti Birodhi Foundatien, Dhaks Ahsania Missien, and many other
anfi-tobscco organizations participsted in the svent.

The prevalence of tobacco use now stands at 35.3 percent of the adult population (37.3 million) in Bangladesh while the tobacco-induced deaths and diseases alone cost the economy of
Bangladesh arcund TH 3055 billion a year, an amount that is much higher than the revenue generated frem this sector.

In 2018, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina voiced her commitment to building a tobaceo-free country by 2040 recegnizing the exient of tobaccos devastation.

She also gave dirsctives to amend the tobacco centrol law in line with Framework Convention on Tobscco Control (WHO FCTC).

https://unb.com.bd/category/bangladesh/immediate-completion-of-amendment-to-tobacco-control-
law-demanded/102558
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Activists demand speedy finalisation of tobacco control law amendment
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A human chain carrying symbolic corpses was held on Saturday in front of the National Press Club
where speakers voiced their demands for immediate finalisation of the tobacco control law

amendment.

The event was jointly organised by PROGGA (Knowledge for Progress), Anti-Tobacco Media
Alliance (ATMA), ‘Pratyasha’ anti drug’s club, and Dhumpan Madok Durniti Birodhi Foundation.

Speakers said that tobacco-related illness claims around 161,000 lives each year in Bangladesh. The
longer the time the policymakers will take to finalise the laws, the larger the tobacco’s trail of deaths

grows.

Following the human chain, organisers also submitted a memorandum to the Secretary of the Health

Services Division.

During the event, speakers also said to reduce the prevalence of tobacco use, the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare (MoHFW) has recently taken the initiative to amend and strengthen the existing

tobacco control law.



The necessary stages of preparing the draft proposal, releasing the draft on the website and

collecting opinions from stakeholders have already been accomplished, they said.

Unfortunately, tobacco companies have launched a campaign of lies and rumours to derail this
initiative, they said. As a party to WHO FCTC, Bangladesh, however, is committed to protect the
tobacco control policies and other measures from vested commercial and other interests of tobacco
companies. FCTC Article 5.3, in particular, recommends governments to remain free from tobacco

industry interference while formulating and implementing tobacco control law.

It was also informed that currently the prevalence of tobacco use stands at 35.3 percent of the adult
population (37.8 million). Tobacco-induced deaths and diseases alone cost the economy of
Bangladesh around BDT 305.6 billion a year, an amount that is much higher than the revenue
generated from this sector. Realizing the extent of tobacco’s devastation, the Honorable Prime
Minister voiced her commitment to building a tobacco-free country by 2040 and in 2016, provided
a directive to amend tobacco control law in line with Framework Convention on Tobacco Control

(WHO FCTC).

The latest amendment proposal contains a number of global best practices including eliminating
Designated Smoking Areas (DSAs), outlawing so-called corporate social responsibility (CSR)
programs of tobacco companies, increasing the area allotted for graphic health warning (GHW) to
90 percent from existing 50 percent, banning the sale of loose sticks, banning the display of tobacco

products, and also banning e-cigarettes and other vaping products.

Representatives from Shastho Surokkha Foundation, TCRC, DORP, National Heart Foundation,
NATAB, Dhumpan Madok Durniti Birodhi Foundation, Dhaka Ahsania Mission, and many other
anti-tobacco organisations participated at the event organised with support from Campaign for

Tobacco-free Kids (CTFK).

https://www.businessinsiderbd.com/bangladesh/news/29720/activists-demand-speedy-finalisation-of-

tobacco-control-law-amendment
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Human chain with demanding speedy amendment of Tobacco Control Act

Staff Reporter

A human chain carrying symbolic corpses was held on Saturday in front of National Press Club
where speakers voiced their demands for immediate finalization of the tobacco control law
amendment.

The event was jointly organized by PROGGA (Knowledge for Progress), Anti-tobacco Media
Alliance (ATMA), 'Pratyasha’ anti drug's club, and Dhumpan Mador Durniti Birodhi Foundation.
Speakers said that tobacco-related illness claim around 161,000 lives each year in Bangladesh.
The longer policymakers delay with the finalization of TC law, the larger tobacco's trail of deaths
grows. Following the human chain, organizers also submitted a memorandum to the Secretary,
Health Services Division.

During the event, speakers also said, ‘To reduce the prevalence of tobacco use, the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW) has recently taken the initiative to amend and strengthen
the existing tobacco control law. The necessary stages of preparing the draft proposal, releasing

the draft on website and collecting opinions from stakeholders have already been accomplished.



Unfortunately, tobacco companies have launched a campaign of lies and rumors to derail this
initiative.

As a party to WHO FCTC, Bangladesh, however, is committed to protect the tobacco control
policies and other measures from vested commercial and other interests of tobacco companies.
FCTC Article 5.3, in particular, recommends governments to remain free from tobacco industry
interference while formulating and implementing tobacco control law.

It was also informed that, currently the prevalence of tobacco use stands at 35.3 percent of the
adult population (37.8 million). Tobacco-induced deaths and diseases alone cost the economy of
Bangladesh around BDT 305.6 billion a year, an amount that is much higher than the revenue
generated from this sector. Realizing the extent of tobacco's devastation, the Honorable Prime
Minister voiced her commitment to build a tobacco-free country by 2040 and in 2016, provided
directive to amend tobacco control law in line with Framework Convention on Tobacco Control
(WHO FCTC).

The latest amendment proposal contains a number of global best practices including eliminating
Designated Smoking Areas (DSAs), outlawing so-called corporate social responsibility (CSR)
programs of tobacco companies, increasing the area allotted for graphic health warning (GHW)
to 90 percent from existing 50 percent, banning the sale of loose sticks, banning the display of
tobacco products, and also banning e-cigarettes and other vaping products.

Representatives from Shastho Surokkha Foundation, TCRC, DORP, National Heart Foundation,
NATAB, Dhumpan Madok Durniti Birodhi Foundation, Dhaka Ahsania Mission, and many
other anti-tobacco organizations participated at the event organized with support from Campaign

for Tobacco-free Kids (CTFK).

https://dailycountrytodaybd.com/story/human-chain-with-demanding-speedy-amendment-of-tobacco-

control-act
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Human chain with coffin to demand amendment of tobacco control law
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A human chain program was held in front of the National Press Club with coffins demanding
immediate completion of the amendment process of the Tobacco Control Act. Pragya
(Knowledge for Progress), Anti-Tobacco Media Alliance (Atma) and Pradhya Anti-Drug
Organization organized the human chain. The speakers said that 161,000 people die of various
tobacco-related diseases in Bangladesh every year. The longer the law changes, the more
tobacco-related deaths will continue to rise. At the end of the human chain, a memorandum was
given by the organizers to the secretary of the health service department.

Speakers in the human bond program said that the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has
taken the initiative to strengthen the Tobacco Control Act through amendments to reduce the use
of tobacco. The draft amendment is already ready. Publication on the website and taking
feedback from participants has been completed. But the tobacco companies are spreading various
baseless and false information to obstruct this great initiative of the government. As a signatory
to the World Health Organization’s FCTC, the Government of Bangladesh is committed to
protecting tobacco control policies and measures from the business and other interests of tobacco
companies. In particular, FCTC Article 5.3 recommends that governments be independent of
tobacco company influence in formulating and implementing policies for tobacco control.

The Human Bond Program also reported that 35.3 percent (three crore 78 lakh) of the adult
population currently use tobacco. Deaths and illnesses caused by tobacco use in the country
cause a financial loss of Rs 30,560 crore annually, which is much more than the revenue earned
from the tobacco sector. Realizing the damage and horrors of tobacco use, the Prime Minister
expressed his determination to make Bangladesh tobacco-free by 2040. To achieve this goal, he



directed the revision of the Tobacco Control Act in 2016 in line with the Framework Convention
on Tobacco Control — FCTC of the World Health Organization.

Proposals included in the draft amendments to the Tobacco Control Act by the Ministry of
Health include abolishing the provision of ‘designated smoking areas’ in all public places and
public transport; prohibiting the display of tobacco products or packets at the point of sale;
Totally ban participation in tobacco company social responsibility programs; Prohibition of all
retail or open sale of tobacco products; Prohibiting the production, import and sale of all such
products, including e-cigarettes, vaping, heated tobacco products; Increasing the size of pictorial
health warnings on tobacco product packets or wrappers from 50 percent to 90 percent etc.

Representatives of various anti-tobacco organizations including Health Protection Foundation,
TCRC, Dorp, National Heart Foundation, Natab, Anti-Smoking Drugs and Corruption
Foundation, Dhaka Ahsania Mission participated in the human chain program with the support of
Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids (CTFK).

https://www.allstate24.com/2022/10/15/human-chain-with-coffin-to-demand-amendment-of-tobacco-

control-law/
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15 October 2022

Speedy finalization of Tobacco Control Law Amendment Demanded

Human Chain with ‘Symbolic Corpse’ :

staff reporter, Dhaka : A human chain carrying symbolic corpses was held today (15 October,
Saturday) in front of National Press Club where speakers voiced their demands for immediate
finalization of the tobacco control law amendment. The event was jointly organized by
PROGGA (Knowledge for Progress), Anti-tobacco Media Alliance (ATMA), ‘Pratyasha’ anti
drug’s club, and Dhumpan Mador Durniti Birodhi Foundation. Speakers said that tobacco-related
illness claim around 161,000 lives each year in Bangladesh. The longer policymakers delay with
the finalization of TC law, the larger tobacco’s trail of deaths grows. Following the human chain,
organizers also submitted a memorandum to the Secretary, Health Services Division.

During the event, speakers also said, ‘To reduce the prevalence of tobacco use, the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW) has recently taken the initiative to amend and strengthen
the existing tobacco control law. The necessary stages of preparing the draft proposal, releasing
the draft on website and collecting opinions from stakeholders have already been accomplished.
Unfortunately, tobacco companies have launched a campaign of lies and rumors to derail this
initiative. As a party to WHO FCTC, Bangladesh, however, is committed to protect the tobacco
control policies and other measures from vested commercial and other interests of tobacco
companies. FCTC Article 5.3, in particular, recommends governments to remain free from
tobacco industry interference while formulating and implementing tobacco control law.

It was also informed that, currently the prevalence of tobacco use stands at 35.3 percent of the
adult population (37.8 million). Tobacco-induced deaths and diseases alone cost the economy of
Bangladesh around BDT 305.6 billion a year, an amount that is much higher than the revenue
generated from this sector. Realizing the extent of tobacco’s devastation, the Honorable Prime
Minister voiced her commitment to build a tobacco-free country by 2040 and in 2016, provided
directive to amend tobacco control law in line with Framework Convention on Tobacco Control
(WHO FCTC).

The latest amendment proposal contains a number of global best practices including eliminating
Designated Smoking Areas (DSAS), outlawing so-called corporate social responsibility (CSR)
programs of tobacco companies, increasing the area allotted for graphic health warning (GHW)
to 90 percent from existing 50 percent, banning the sale of loose sticks, banning the display of
tobacco products, and also banning e-cigarettes and other vaping products.

Representatives from Shastho Surokkha Foundation, TCRC, DORP, National Heart Foundation,
NATAB, Dhumpan Madok Durniti Birodhi Foundation, Dhaka Ahsania Mission, and many



other anti-tobacco organizations participated at the event organized with support from Campaign
for Tobacco-free Kids (CTFK).

https://banglapratidin24.com/speedy-finalization-of-tobacco-control-law-amendment-demanded/
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